The Caves of Nong Khai

Martin Ellis
June 2011

Unknown Amphoe

Cave NK0011 NKO0011
Ban Nam Phu

One of two caves reported in the hills near Ban Nam Phu.
Dunkley (1995), Parkes (1992)

Cave NK0012 NKO0012
Ban Nam Phu

The other of two caves reported in the hills near Ban Nam Phu
Dunkley (1995), Parkes (1992)

Cave NK0013 NKO0013
Pung Ka

One of the two temple caves reported from Pung Ka.

Cave NK0014 NKO0014
Pung Ka

The other of the two temple caves reported from Pung Ka.

Amphoe Muang Nong Khai

No caves have been reported from this amphoe.

Amphoe Tha Bo

Tham Taot NKO0020
48Q) 220357 1768531
Huai Tham Tao

The stream is 3 km west of the Mae Khong river.
Dunkley (1995)

Phon Phisai
No caves have been reported from this amphoe.

Amphoe Si Chiang Mai

Tham Bo Pha Set NKO0022
48Q 230144 1987751
Wat Tham Pu La



At the turning to Wat Tham Pu La, to the south of the H211 and a few kilometres east of Wat Hin
Mak Peng, this cave was signed along a footpath on the opposite (northern) side of the road.

The rocks in this area are sandstone.
The site was recorded by a SMCC/ CSS team in June 2009.

Tham Hait NKO0016
48(Q) 232885 1984765
Wat Pa Tham Hai, Ban Kham Kaeo, Ban Mo

This forest temple is 1.25 km south-east of Ban Kham Kaeo and 2.5 km south of the H211.

Tham Pu Lat NKO0015
48Q 230129 1987192 Alt: 195 m
Wat Tham Pu La

The forest wat is signed to the south of the H211 a few kilometres to the east of Wat Hin Mak
Peng. Take a fork to the left to reach the wat.

The wooden wat was under construction on a visit in June 2009. The rocks are sandstone and the
cave was not looked for.

The site was recorded by a SMCC/ CSS team in June 2009.

Amphoe Sangkhom

Tham Din Phiang NKO0007

48Q 214698 1987594 Alt.: 340 m

Wat Tham Si Mongkhon, Ban Dong Tong

Length: 500 m VR:5m

Other names: Tham Paeng Din; Tham Si Mongkhon

Wat Tham Si Mongkhon is signed to the south of the H211. A good road, with frequent signs,
goes for 20 km to Ban Dong Tong and then on to the large wat.

A perennial stream sinks into the sandstone. Near a shrine some steps lead down into the small
entrance. After a narrow, triangular section with knee deep water the cave opens out into a maze
with every joint eroded. The roof and floor are of a different, harder sandstone and the passages
are about 1.5 m high. The cave has been developed with electric lights and a guide was available.
The stream passage was seen to continue as a narrow crawl, but is said to go as far as the Mae
Khong river (20 km to the north). The guided tour came out via a different route and up a 5 m
metal ladder to the surface about 50 m from the other entrance.

Wat Tham Si Mongkhon or Wat Tham Din Phiang is the 38th temple of Amphoe Sangkhom. It
was built in 1938 by Luangpu Hom who stayed here as a monk on austere practices. Luangpu
Sang came to stay at this temple in 1947. In 1960, Luangpu Song arrived here and joined the
building of a preaching hall. Later, more buildings and monk cells were established. At present,
the temple covers an area of 150 rai, having nine monks and two novices. The important place of
this temple is Tham Din Phiang, the cave which the temple is named after. It has been told for
generations that the cave was a channel used by a monk on pilgrimage from Laos to come here
without crossing the border by boat. Only virtuous men or noble monks could see the path in the
cave. Later, the cave was discovered by a hunter who chased his prey to this cave and entered the
cave through its tiny mouth. The cave was similar to the underwater world of the naga according
to the belief of the villagers. According to hearsay, the cave has no end and the deeper it runs, the



lesser moisture it has. To explore the cave, there should be a guide to show the way since visitors
might get lost.

The first visit by speleologists was by a SMCC/CSS team in June 2009. The cave was then visited
by John Dunkley in February 2011 who carried out a basic survey of about 500 m of passage.

The cave is of great interest and needs to be explored and surveyed.
Bohwongprasert (2009); Dunkley (1995); Freeman (2000), (2003)

Tham Pha Daeng NKO0010

48Q 213063 1989553

Ban Dong Tong, Pha Tang

This is a tourist attraction near Ban Dong Tong. The village is 6 km east of the H2376 near the
border with Udon Thani.

Dunkley (1995)

Tham Phatak Sova NKO0008

Near amphoe Sangkhom.
Dunkley (1995)

Tham Sueat NKO0018

48Q 339328 2036633

Wat Tham Suea Priest's Campsite, Ban A-Hong

The wat is 750 m south of the H212, between Ban A-Hong and Ban Khai Si.

Amphoe Sakhrai

No caves have been reported from this amphoe.

Amphoe Fao Rai

No caves have been reported from this amphoe.

King Amphoe Rattanawapi

No caves have been reported from this amphoe.

King Amphoe Pho Tak

Tham Dan Okt NKO0019
480 228518 1983861
Wat Tham Dan Ok, Ban Pha Siao

The temple is 6.5 km north-west of the H2266 along a secondary road from Ban Pha Siao.
Tham Hant NKO0017

48Q 218907 1989187
Wat Pa Tham Han, Ban Don Khanun



This forest wat is in remote country 3 km north-west of Ban Don Khanun.
Tham Phra Ngamt} NKO0021

48Q 2212721988035

Tham Phra Ngam Priest’s Camp Site, Ban Don Khanun

The campsite is 750 m north on Ban Don Khanun, on the west side of the reservoir.
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